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GOD HAS A PLAN 

Imagine the prophet Habakkuk, watching change happening right 
before his eyes.  He can see the campfires of the approaching 
Babylonian army on the hillsides around Jerusalem.  He chooses 
to have a word or two with God. 

His first word with God is one that questions God.  Does God see 
what is happening?  Why does it seem that God is letting the 
Babylonians win—over against the people whom the LORD has 
said are precious in His sight?  What is God’s plan to work His 
good even in this mess? 

The LORD answers Habakkuk. By the way, it’s good to note that 
when God answers Habakkuk, He doesn’t say, “Who are you to 
question me?”  It’s okay to ask God questions—serious 
questions.  I recall the advice the pastor who supervised my 
internship told me:  It’s good to ask questions…just don’t stop 
asking them until you find yourself at the foot of the cross.” 

In a way, the LORD takes Habakkuk to the foot of the cross in 
Habakkuk 2.  The LORD assures Habakkuk that He has a plan for 
a future time, but not a plan that can’t be known.  As that plan 
unfolds, the one who trusts in the LORD—the one who believes 
His promises—will live.  John would say it later, “…will have life in 
His (Jesus’) name.”  Trust Me, the LORD says.  I have a plan. 

While the retirement of a pastor is really not comparable to the 
Babylonians camped on the hillsides, Habakkuk’s question—or 
ones like his question—might be on your mind right now.  What is 
the LORD up to?  Does He know what we need?  These initial 
questions are inward-looking, but other questions like, “What is 
the LORD wanting us to do next,” might also be on your heart.  
The LORD’s answer is the same as the one to Habakkuk:  Trust 
Me, I have a plan.  In fact, the LORD already has Bethlehem’s next 
pastor in His sight. 

Like Habakkuk, we live trusting the LORD as we walk through the 
unfolding of His plan. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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   Bethlehem Mission Statement 

“Building the family of God through 

relationship with Jesus Christ.” 

Written By Jeff Shearier 
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There is a process the church—our church and the churches of 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod—follows.  As you become 
more familiar with that process, you might wonder how it can 
possibly work.  The process seems counter-intuitive to the way 
that the business world looks for leaders.  The “call process” has 
yielded pastors and other church workers that  have been 
blessings to the churches they served for a couple of centuries.  
The process and those involved in it trust the Holy Spirit to lead.  
Remember the LORD’s promise to Habakkuk:  Trust Me, I have a 
plan. 

That process began in earnest on January 21, when some of 
Bethlehem’s leaders and members met.  We began by asking 
what the strengths of ministry at Bethlehem are—and also 
confronting the weaknesses—to seek what the opportunities lie 
ahead as we seek both the pastor and direction for the Lord’s 
work in this place.  That discussion gave us an opportunity to 
remember Samuel’s words from 1 Samuel 7: “Up to here the 
LORD has helped us.” 

The next step will be the selection and election of the Call 
Committee.  This step will be taken in March at a Voters’ 
Meeting.  If you have questions about this, please speak with 
Heather Cammack or Pastor Jeff.  The days ahead might be a bit 
unsettling and they will be exciting as Bethlehem waits to see 
whom the LORD has in mind.  Please keep all of this in prayer.  
Remember the LORD’s promise:  Trust Me.  I have a plan. 

Joy in the journey, 

 

 

Pastor Jeff Shearier 

(Continued from page 1) 

GOD HAS A PLAN 

 
February 5 

Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany 
Changed, Change What’s Around You 

Isaiah 58:3-9a 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 

Matthew 5:13-20* 
 

February 12 
Sixth Sunday After the Epiphany 

Showing the World 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9* 
Matthew 5:21-37 

 
February 19 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Listen to His Word 

Exodus 24:8-18 
2 Peter 1:16-21* 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 
February 26 

First Sunday in Lent 
Listening to Eve 
Genesis 3:1-21* 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 

 
February 22 

Ash Wednesday 
Forgive! 

Joel 2:12-19 
1 John 1:4-9 
John 3:14-21 

 
 

FEBRUARY 
Sermon Themes 

& 
Scripture 
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Enrollment for the 2023-2024 school year will be open 
soon! Children must be 3 by September 1st to enroll. 
We have been talking about releasing a new program 
for families who are interested. I will share more about 
it next month. We have a video tour on our website 
https://blpaloha.wordpress.com/; for a personal tour of 
our building contact Laiva or Jane by email: 
blc.preschool@frontier.com or phone 503-649-3380.  
 
Thank you and God bless! – Laiva Hoffman 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Bethlehem Lutheran  
Preschool 

 
503.649.3380 

 
blpaloha.com 

 
blc..preschool@frontier.com 

 
18865 SW Johnson St 

Aloha, OR 97003 

Forest Hills Lutheran 
Christian School 

 
503.359.4853 

 
www.fhls.org 

 
info@fhlcs.org 

 
4221 SW Golf Course Rd 

Cornelius, OR 97113 

School News 

Forest Hills Lutheran Christian School (FHLCS) is a K-8 school operated by 
the Westside Lutheran School Association. It sits on a 12-acre campus in 
beautiful, rural Cornelius, Oregon. Their vision is that every family in the 
community can access a quality education in a Christian environment. This is 
a bold vision that they are confident God has placed before them and only 
made possible through generous support. This support includes a NOW 
District Faith Community Grant that they applied for and received.  

Vital to their vision of access for quality education in a Christian environment 
is the quality of their school environment, needing to provide a venue for 
students to thrive in their education and spiritual growth. In 2021, their 50-
year old 3rd-5th grade intermediate classroom building had to be demolished 
due to immediate safety issues.  

FHLCS is prioritizing updating the campus through the funding and 
construction of classroom buildings that will enable the school to serve more 
students in the coming years. The new building will enable them to double 
each grade level, thus attracting more families and educators to the value of 
our education. The NOW District Faith Community Grant awarded to the 
school in 2020 was instrumental in supporting the rebuilding of the 
intermediate building on campus, allowing the completion of necessary pre-
design work with Johansson Wing Architects. Their plan is to begin 
construction in 2023. 

As Principal Kimberly Brennan wrote: “We believe it is important to prepare 
students to be citizens in a global community and understand the world 
around them. We accept the responsibility of opening God’s word and training 
children in the way they should go by providing practical, meaningful ways 
they can shine the light of Christ in their school, home, and community. The 
construction of this new intermediate building will impact and enhance the 
school and our entire community as a whole, beyond the 3-5 graders it will 
most directly serve.” 

-taken from nowlcms.org 

FOREST HILLS NEWS 

Written By Laiva Hoffman, Director 

https://blpaloha.wordpress.com/
mailto:blc.preschool@frontier.com
https://nowlcms.org/resources/now-lcms-faith-community-grant-guidelines-feb-2020/
https://nowlcms.org/resources/now-lcms-faith-community-grant-guidelines-feb-2020/
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Dear Bethlehem,  

I’m still wrestling with this idea of 
walking with God.  It’s the theme of 
my kids school chapels this 
year.  Though I am a runner and 
enjoy it-  running rarely comes up in 

scripture. I suppose Paul is a fan of running the 
race, John races Peter to the tomb, and the 
Prodigal father runs to the wayward son- but for 
the most part—it’s about walking with God- taking 
a step of faith. Having a light to your path. Going 
for a stroll is good.  We should do it daily, too often 
I don’t.   

What does a walk with God look like?  I suppose 
it’s the same as the walk with any friend. You talk 
about life, love or whatever just happened on the 
youtube that you find funny.  You share stories, ask 
for guidance, but mostly just enjoy being with each 
other.  I think that’s one way of looking at it. The 
other is with God it’s always a growth mindset, 
there’s moments of realizing I’m in the wrong or 
walking where I should not. God changes things 
and says what about this path or maybe you need 
to stretch over here. Think about talking to this 
person and see how they’re doing. Pray for Laura 
today or your kids. God has a way of doing it in a 

SHARE IT! 

YOUTH & CHILDREN NEWS 

Youth & Children 

Youth: We meet the first 

weekend in February for our trip to 
the coast.  Then we will meet on 
Saturday of Super bowl weekend 
from 5:30-7:30pm and the 
Sundays following.  On Sundays 
confirmation class will continue at 9:45-10:45am 
for our 7th and 8th graders and on Sunday mornings 
for the high schoolers Joe Bernard will be leading 
as we pray and dream about what life could look 
like after high school.  Tom Faszholz will be 
leading us over president’s day weekend as well!  

 

 

Children:  On Sunday 

mornings from 9:45-10:45am 
we will continue to have pre-
schoolers meeting in the 
nursery.  1st and 3rd meeting in 
the back kindergarten 
classroom and 4th-6th grade in the double 
classroom.  Each class has a blast and a full team 
of teachers! Be sure to have a medical form on file 
for your kids before dropping them off!   

A stellar VBS is coming the last week in June from 
9am-Noon!   

deeper way.   

Often times though I feel like I’m just doing my own 
thing.  Not looking to God for guidance.  And yet 
God still walks with me.  He comes and finds me 
like He did for Adam and Eve when they were hiding 
and in shame.  He says- here take up your cross and 
follow me.  Sometimes he does it by smacking me 
with a 2 by 4 and sometimes he does it by dragging 
me back to Him.  I’m fairly certain when we go our 
own way too far, God lets the consequences 
happen for us to look back at him- like he did for 
Peter when He was walking on water.  “Oh you’re 
not looking at me, but at your problems?  I’ll let you 
sink.  Where are you looking now?  Up at my 
hand?  That’s right it’s here for you.”  Walk with God 
daily, one step at a time.  Take His hand and let Him 
lead, but keep walking.  

God bless,  

 
Eric Oswald DCE 

Written By Eric Oswald, DCE 
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Our next meeting will be on Thursday February 16, at 
11:30 in the Sonrise Room.  Bring a salad or dessert and 
join us.' 

 

NEXT MEETING: Feb 16 @ 11:30a 
Bring a salad or a dessert and join us! 

'The LWML/Rebekah Mission Society gathered on 
Thursday, January 19 for the first meeting/luncheon of 
the new year. 
    A report on the Sale in November was given.  It was the 
most successful ever!!!  Praise The Lord    Thank you 
again to all who supported us with donations, help and 
purchases. 
  The new coffeemaker was purchased and installed in 
the Community Center kitchen.  Thank you to those who 
installed it. 
  Motions were made and passed to donate funds to the 
following: 

1.     The Lutheran Hour 
2.     Love Fund at church 
3.     Saving Grace 
4.     Mites 

LWML  

REFLECT, CELEBRATE, AND PLAN FOR THE FUTURE 
during the last few years. Please watch for more 
details on the luncheon sign ups as we CELEBRATE. 

We will be having a Voter’s Meeting in March (exact 
date TBD) to PLAN FOR THE FUTURE. We will review 
any questions the congregation has about the Call 
Process as well as elect the members of the Call 
Committee. Per our By Laws, we need a minimum of 
6 members including the Head Elder which will then 
be voted on by the congregation. If you would like to 
serve on the Call Committee, please contact me and I 
will add you to the list.  

Bethlehem has been so Blessed by God over the last 
several year, and we have a great opportunity as we 
head down this path to Call our new Pastor as Pastor 
Jeff retires. I look forward to working and serving 
with all of you as we REFLECT, CELEBRATE AND 
PLAN FOR THE FUTURE at Bethlehem throughout 
2023. 

BY HEATHER CAMMACK—Admin Council President 
 
On Saturday, January 21, Staff, 
Admin Council, Elders and a few 
other of our members attended a 
leadership forum to reflect on who 
we are and where we are going in 
the future. We were led by Pastor 
Jeff Shearier in a SWOT analysis 
where we shared our thoughts in 
those different areas. The ideas 
were collated to be shared with the 

Call Committee as they complete the Self-
Assessment Tool. Pastor Paul Linnemann then led a 
discussion about the Call Process and reminded us 
that this is a time of discernment. He encouraged us 
to pray throughout the process and even has a 
Prayer Vigil that he is happy to share with us to 
implement. The entire day was an excellent day of 
REFLECTION.  

Sunday, February 19, will be our day to CELEBRATE 
our Set Free Campaign & Staff Anniversaries. We will 
have a luncheon and presentation about the Set Free 
final numbers, service years of each staff member 
and a few thoughts on the Call Process that we will 
be entering. I look forward to seeing everyone there 
as we enjoy the blessings God has provided to us 
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hand ensures the drive runs smoothly and helps to 
maintain the continuity of this ministry. 

If you have an idea for a service project for Lent or 
beyond, we would love to hear your ideas.  We are 
always looking for ways to engage Bethlehem 
member in doing the Lord's work by serving others. 
Talk to Barb Bernard, Mary Loseke, or Greg Geist.  
Again, thanks to our donors and volunteers.  Praise 
the Lord!  

 Your Service Team 

February Service Team Notes: 

Thanks to all who participated in our January Red 
Cross Blood Drive.   Together we collected 25 units, 
a potential saving of 75 lives and exceeding our goal. 
We appreciate each of our many dedicated and 
reliable Bethlehem donors and volunteers who 
continue to make this ministry a success. Red Cross 
Staff has told us that sign-ups were slow this season 
due to weather and other causes and Bethlehem's 
drive was  no exception. It was Bethlehem's 
members, signing-up in the last few days that put us 
over the top. We appreciate your help.  We also want 
express special thanks To Richard Danielson and 
Becky Oswald for helping put on the drive.  Having 
caring and responsible people with experience on 

SERVICE TEAM NOTES 

LOVE INC NEWS 
2022 Impact Report 

The 2022 Impact Report is available and highlights 
various aspects of Love INC of Greater Hillsboro's 
ministry. 
 
The Word of the Year for Love INC in 2022 was, 
"Listen." We listened to National. We listened to 
churches. We listened to class participants. Most of 
all, we listened to God. The Impact Report highlights 
various aspects of our listening throughout 2022. 
 
Download the Impact Report  
 
In 2023, the word for Love INC of Greater Hillsboro is 
"Known." We want God to be known as we serve our 
community In Jesus Name. We want our neighbors 
to understand they are  known as the unique person 
they are, and that they are known by God. And, we 
want to be sure Love INC of Greater Hillsboro is 
known to lovingly serve people and mobilize 
Christian churches to transform lives.  

https://loveincgreaterhillsboro.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d780a959709203557ce13bf17&id=afac28e522&e=029741b15f
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Have you ever wondered why there are crosses 
hanging on the brick wall heading into the 
Community Center? Here’s the story behind the 
crosses… 

When our Community Center building was 
completed in May of 2009, we had a special 
worship service to dedicate it to the service of God 
in our community. As a part of the worship service, 
families were invited to bring a cross to hang on the 
front wall as a bold reminder to those who use the 
building that this is a space dedicated to serving 
our risen Savior, Jesus Christ.   

The display has served as a beautiful visual 
reminder of our unity as the family of God in this 
place. However, our family is not complete without 
you! If your household has not had an opportunity to 
bring a cross to add, we encourage you to do so. 
There are empty nails on the display boards, ready 
for your cross. Add it to the wall anytime! 

OUR BETHLEHEM FAMILY CROSS WALL 

Church Camp Out  

Sign Up by February 8th 
 

Interested in Bethlehem’s annual camp out?  
Please sign up by the 8th of February on the 

“What’s Happening” board, or by calling Mary in the 
office at 503-649-3380. 
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EVENTS 
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Men’s Bible Study 
 

1st & 3rd Mondays @6:30pm  
 

In The Inn 
 

More Info: office@blcfamily.org 

Adult Discipleship Classes 
 

Sundays @ 9:45am 
 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path. 

 
More Info: 

office@blcfamily.org 

Young Adult Bible Study 
(Ages 18-29) 

 
2nd & 4th Mondays @ 6:30pm 

 
In the Youth Room 

 
More Info: office@blcfamily.org 

 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Feb 2, 16 @ 10:30am 
 
 

More Info: office@blcfamily.org 
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February 2023 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
7:00pm BSA Troop 
868 (Dbl Clsrm, Mtg 
Rm,) 

2 
10:30am Adult Bible 
Study (Inn) 
6:30pm Adult Choir 
(Sanc) 

3 
Youth Beach Retreat 
4:00pm Girl Scout 
Troop 40040 (Dbl 
Clsrm) 

4 
Youth Beach Retreat 
5:00pm Troop 
40040 Party (Dbl 
Clsrm) 

5 
Youth Beach Retreat 
8:30am Traditional Worship Service 
w/Communion 
9:45am Discipleship Classes 
11:00am Morning Song Worship 
Service 
4:30pm Serene & Clean NA Group 
(Sonrise) 
5:30pm Youth Night! 

6 
9:30am Quilting 
3:00pm TOPS 
Meeting (Inn) 
6:30pm Men's Bible 
Study (Inn) 

7 
7:00pm Guide Dogs 
(CC) 
7:00pm Men's AA 
(Sonrise) 

8 
7:00pm BSA Troop 
868 (Dbl Clsrm, Mtg 
Rm,) 

9 
10:00am Aloha 
Garden Club (CC) 
6:30pm Adult Choir 
(Sanc) 

10 
4:00pm Girl Scout 
Troop 40040 (Dbl 
Clsrm) 

11 
10:00am WM 
Galentine's Day 
Brunch (FH) 

12 
"Mite Box" Sunday 
8:30am Traditional Worship Service 
9:45am Discipleship Classes 
11:00am Morning Song Worship 
Service w/Communion 
4:30pm Serene & Clean NA Group 
(Sonrise) 
5:30pm Youth Night! 

13 
9:30am Quilting 
3:00pm TOPS 
Meeting (Inn) 
6:30pm Young Adult 
Bible Study (Yth Rm) 
7:00pm Women's 
Bible Study (Inn) 

14 
7:00pm Admin 
Council (Inn) 
7:00pm Guide Dogs 
(CC) 
7:00pm Men's AA 
(Sonrise) 

15 
6:00pm Aloha 
Neighborhood 
Group Meeting (Yth 
Rm) 
7:00pm BSA Troop 
868 (Dbl Clsrm, Mtg 
Rm,) 

16 
10:30am Adult Bible 
Study (Inn) 
11:30am LWML 
Luncheon (Sonrise) 
6:30pm Adult Choir 
(Sanc) 

17 
4:00pm Girl Scout 
Troop 40040 (Dbl 
Clsrm) 

18 

19 
8:30am Traditional Worship Service 
w/Communion 
9:45am Discipleship Classes 
11:00am Morning Song Worship 
Service 
12:00pm Set Free Campaign 
Celebration (CC) 
4:30pm Serene & Clean NA Group 
(Sonrise) 
5:30pm Youth Night! 

20 
9:30am Quilting 
3:00pm TOPS 
Meeting (Inn) 
6:30pm Men's Bible 
Study (Inn) 

21 
7:00pm Guide Dogs 
(CC) 
7:00pm Men's AA 
(Sonrise) 
7:00pm Trustees 
Meeting (Inn) 

22 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
10:30am Ash 
Wednesday Worship 
w/Communion 
6:30pm Ash 
Wednesday Worship 
w/Communion 
7:00pm BSA Troop 
868 (Dbl Clsrm, Mtg 
Rm,) 

23 
6:30pm Adult Choir 
(Sanc) 

24 
10:00am Comforts 
of Home 
4:00pm Girl Scout 
Troop 40040 (Dbl 
Clsrm) 

25 

26 
8:30am Traditional Worship Service 
9:45am Discipleship Classes 
11:00am Morning Song Worship 
Service w/Communion 
4:30pm Serene & Clean NA Group 
(Sonrise) 
5:30pm Youth Night! 

27 
9:30am Quilting 
3:00pm TOPS 
Meeting (Inn) 
6:30pm Young Adult 
Bible Study (Yth Rm) 
7:00pm Women's 
Bible Study (Inn) 

28 
12:00pm DAR 
Meeting (Inn) 
7:00pm Guide Dogs 
(CC) 
7:00pm Men's AA 
(Sonrise) 

1 
10:30am Morning 
Lenten Worship 
Service 
6:30pm Evening 
Lenten Worship 
Services 
7:00pm BSA Troop 
868 (Dbl Clsrm, Mtg 
Rm,) 

2 
10:30am Adult Bible 
Study (Inn) 
6:30pm Adult Choir 
(Sanc) 

3 
4:00pm Girl Scout 
Troop 40040 (Dbl 
Clsrm) 

4 
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Name: 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

Feb 1 Dennis and Sandy Fredrick (58) 

Feb 16 Richard and Deanna Gohl (38) 

Feb 1 Ben Bauer 

Feb 4 Bob McLaughlin 

Feb 4 Ezra Pfund 

Feb 5 Megan Allen 

Feb 5 Becky Healy 

Feb 6 Richard Danielson 

Feb 6 Mark Temme 

Feb 7 Jared Beale 

Feb 7 Jennifer Jenkins 

Feb 8 Connie Leinhos 

Feb 9 Josie Larson 

Feb 10 Henry Davis 

Feb 10 Amy Hoffman 

Feb 10 Ivan Weichbrodt 

Feb 11 Peter Heck 

Feb 11 James Shearier 

Feb 12 Devon Stiteler 

Feb 13 Donna McMeekan 

Feb 14 Jeff Hoffman 

Feb 14 Luke McLaughlin 

Feb 14 Lorna Zimbrick 

Feb 15 Amberly Gohl 

Feb 15 Lauren Starts 

Feb 16 Deanna Gohl 

Feb 19 Edel Sigrist 

Feb 20 Chris Meinicke 

Feb 22 Naomi Beale 

Feb 23 Karen Danielson 

Feb 23 Amber Sanders 

Feb 23 Keith Sanders 

Feb 24 Jon Holboke 

Feb 25 Esther Altig-Reynolds 

Feb 25 Alfred Loseke 

Feb 26 Tina Feldhaus 

Feb 27 Chris Smeby 

Feb 29 Sullivan Hoffman 
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Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church & Preschool 

 

Phone: 503.649.3380 
BLCfamily.org 

office@blcfamily.org 
 

 

SCRIPTURE OF THE MONTH 

Pastor 

Youth & Children 

Worship & Music 

Preschool Dir. 

Rev. Jeff Shearier 

Eric Oswald 

Kerry Bauer 

Laiva Hoffman 

 

 

 

We Worship 

Live-Streamed & In-Person 
Sundays 8:30am & 11:00am 

www.BLCfamily.org/bethlehem-online 
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Bethlehem Lutheran  

Church & Preschool 
18865 SW Johnson St. 
Aloha, OR 97003-3164 
www.blcfamily.org 

Greater love has no one than this, 
that someone lay down his life for 

his friends.  
-John 15:13- 

ESV 


