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The preacher [s making this point very vividly: You have
come. You have arrived. You are standing at Mt. Zion, the
heavenly Jerusalem, in the presence of God and his angels
and the righteous spirits who are with him.

In other words, as these first-century followers of the
Messiah came together for worship, they were in heaven
on earth.

And so are we, every time we come together as the
church. We all show up late for church, for heavenly
worship is ongoing. It is already going on when we arrive
and will continue after we leave.

We are surrounded by fellow believers from all over the
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the altar. Our departed loved ones belt out praises to
Jesus. And we join in, our prayers and praises blending
harmoniously with heavenly voices, all centered on the
Lamb of God who sits enthroned among us.

To go to church is to pass through the portal into heaven
on earth.

These words are from a recent (March 31, 2021) Facebook post
by Chad Bird, one of the theological writers | respect. He is
talking about verses that are written in Hebrews, Chapter 12,
about worshipping together.

| remember back in 1970s, my sister was always the last to get
ready. (She would argue that she had to wait for three brothers
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April 4
EASTERSUNDAY
Celebrating the Garden Tomb
Matthew 28:1-11

Job 19:23-27
Romans 8:15-18
Matthew 28:1-11

April 11
SECONDSUNDAY OF EASTER
How We Act With One Another
Acts 4:32-35
Acts 4:32-35
1 John 1:1-22
John 20:19-31

April 18
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
How We Understand What Happens
Acts 3:11-21
Acts 3:11-21
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36-49

April 25
FOURTHSUNDAY OF EASTER
Our Urgency to Talk About Jesus
Acts 4:1-12
Acts 4:1-12
1 John 3:16-24
John 10:11-18
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to get out of the bathroom.) So, we would be sitting in the car in

the garage, knowing we would be late again.

It did not help

that we lived five minutes from church and could take our pew
before the organist finished his prelude. So, | can relate to the
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| also like his words that we join our departed loved ones as
they have gathered to praise in that heavenly chorus. | like the
fact that we join with believers from all over the world, singing in
different languages with different tunes but all singing praises. |

know t hat

S o0ome

of you need to ;

add your voices on-line. | would like to encourage everyone else
to join us Easter Sunday morning and join all our voices

together shouting: HE IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA!

bringi

Joy in your journey,
Pastor Jeff Shearier

That will

HOLY WEEKSERVICES

MAUNDY THURSDAY& GOODFRIDAY




