
 

Dates to mark on 
your calendar 

T H E  C A S E  
S T A T E M E N T :   W H A T  
T H I S  C A M P A I G N  I S  
A L L  A L L  A B O U T  T H E  
C A S E  S T A T E M E N T  
Set Free to Build God’s Family 
Since we know that "the Gospel cannot be bound (2 Tim 2:9), this campaign is 
about freeing us to more effectively do our mission of building the family of God. 
It frees up resources for us to serve and love well. It gets us all pulling together in 
the same direction. It proves that we can go through the hard times and take the 
next steps into the future. 
 
We have all been led by God to be at Bethlehem. He has arranged us, the parts of 
His body, just as He wants (I Cor. 12), and the body is still developing. At this 
Bethlehem, there is more room in the inn! 
 
This campaign will enable the Bethlehem faith family to continue to “do what 
God is blessing” – to serve and connect more with our community, with our mem-
bers, and with our God! 

 As of the printing of 
this newsletter we 
already have over 20 
volunteers working on 
the campaign. 

 Once the campaign is 
complete we will have 
paid off much of our 
debt. 

 The campaign will 
culminate with home 
gatherings for all 
members and a 
pledge dinner at a 
local venue. 

 

Sept 29 - Attend Kick
-Off Sunday and see 
the  “Human Case 
Statement” 

Sept 29 - Begin read-
ing the 90 Days of 
Prayer booklet 

Oct 6 - Start 3 weeks 
of Spiritual Renewal 

Oct 19 - Prayer Vigil 

Oct 20 - Bring your 
spiritual pledge to 
church 

Oct 20 - Nov 2 -  At-
tend a Home Gather-
ing and learn more 
about the campaign 

PASTOR SHEARIER ON BEING SET FREE TO 
BUILD GOD’S FAMILY 

I S S U E  # 1 — I N T R O D U C T I O N  S E P T E M B E R  2 4 ,  2 0 1 9  

SPECIAL POINTS 
OF INTEREST: 

Many congregations use the word,"family," in their taglines or words about 
themselves.  We use it in our tagline, "Where Jesus meets His family," and in 
our mission statement, "Building the family of God through relationship with Je-
sus Christ."  At Bethlehem, by the working of the Holy Spirit through Baptism 
and the preached and taught Word of God, this word, "family" has skin and 
bones and flesh and blood.  We are the "family of God" in this place.  Like all 
families--like your family--there are things we could do better, but there are 
things that we do well.  We want to do them--working together with our God--
even better. 
 
I Corinthians 12 uses the metaphor of a body rather than a family.  I think the 
images overlap.  A family that knows its members as closely as a body knows 
its parts and works together is our goal. 1 Corinthians 12:18 tells us that God 
has put us together in a  way that's pleasing to Him.  So we look to do what's 
pleasing to Him.   Some things that get in the way of that are due to our fallen 
nature, and we count on His grace and His forgiveness to move past and 
above those things.  But other things we want to do are blocked by things we 
can do something about--our zoning, our finances...among other things.  This 
campaign celebrates our Lord who has set us free from bondage to sin and the 
barriers that are in our way to do what is pleasing in His sight--inviting (through 
all of our ministries and actions) others into a place where they might receive a 
relationship with Jesus Christ...and to join the family! 
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W E  W I L L  A L L  B E  P R A Y I N G  T O G E T H E R !  

T H E  C A M P A I G N  H A S  T W O  M A I N  P H A S E S  

Included with this newsletter is a booklet called “Prayer Booklet Part 1”.  The booklet contains a very 
short prayer petition for each day of the Set Free to Build God’s Family stewardship campaign,  It also 
provides a few reminders of important events throughout the campaign.  “Day 1” is Sunday, September 
29th. 

For now, please take a moment to determine where you might keep the booklet so that it is most handy 
for you during the first 21 days of the Set Free to Build God’s Family campaign.  If you think that an 
extra copy might make your prayer life easier, contact the church office. 

Beginning on Sunday, September 29th,   we are asking each of our members to take a minute each day to 
add the daily petition to their individual or family prayer time.  Just think how inspiring it will be to 
know that you are praying the same prayer as your fellow members each day!   

God-pleasing stewardship is born of God’s word of mercy and not for the sake of fulfilling a mission or certainly 
not out of a burden of the law. It is easy to get people excited about a vision but that does not create God-pleasing 
offerings. It is also easy to get people to give because they have been “guilted” into it by the law of God. But that 
too does not create God-pleasing offerings. People respond to vision and guilt but God wants cheerful givers. 
Cheerful giving comes from the Gospel and from growth in God’s word and sacraments. 
 
We certainly have a great vision and we will not shy away from God’s word of law but in this campaign the final, 
best and truly motivating word is God’s good news of grace in Christ. The way we get more of God’s grace into 
our lives is to plant ourselves more deeply into his means of grace: His Holy Word, Holy Baptism, Holy Absolu-
tion, and Holy Communion. For that reason, it will be weeks before we say anything about money and offerings. 
That will be the second phase of the campaign. The first and all important component will be the Spiritual Renewal 
phase. 
 
During the first few weeks of the campaign, we will focus on our life as Christians and what it means to be a child 
of God and a member of this church.  You will receive a booklet describing Spiritual Exercises that will strengthen 
your faith and a “Spiritual Pledge Sheet” to complete and turn in on Spiritual Pledge Sunday, October 20. Once we 
have all given thought and commitment to our spiritual lives, we will then begin to address the stewardship aspects 
of Set Free to Build God’s Family.   
 
So for the next three months, please take these two journeys with your fellow members, one of spiritual growth and 
one of stewardship growth.  

First the Spiritual Phase, then the Stewardship Phase 



W H A T  C A N  I  E X P E C T  A T  T H E  
H O M E  G A T H E R I N G  M E E T I N G ?  

Well, for one, you will NOT be asked to make a financial commitment at the Home Gathering Meeting.   

What you can expect is an hour or so in relaxed fellowship with a group of members from your congregation.  There will 
be light refreshments, time for chit-chat, your first look at the “Set Free to Build God’s Family” video, a review of the 
campaign brochure and a short Bible study.  Nobody will be “put on the spot” about anything.   

This is a time for all members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church to share their thoughts and dreams for our congregation, 
to build each other up as fellow members of this church and to just get to know each other a little better.   

A great group of volunteers have offered to serve as Home Gathering Hosts and this same group will be contacting you 
on a few occasions to make sure you are planning to attend all of the campaign events.  Please give them a few minutes 
of your time when they call to make sure you are fully plugged into the campaign events. 

Watch for a brief burst of video cameras around  
Bethlehem as our “Set Free to Build God’s 
Family” campaign kicks 
off.  A short video is 
planned as part of the 
campaign to give us some 
background, inspire us and 
tell us about the purpose 
and goal of the campaign.   
 
Don’t be shy about participating if asked!  The 
video will be debuted at the Home Gatherings. 

Reverend Dr. Timothy Rossow is 
leading us through our capital 
campaign. He is a partner in Wittenberg Church 
Consultants. He has served as Sr. Pastor of 
Bethany Lutheran Church in Naperville, Illinois 
and Emmanuel Lutheran, Dearborn, Michigan. 

Wittenberg has done capital campaigns across the 
country for the last seven years. He  is a member of 
Calvary Lutheran, Aberdeen, Washington and 
currently resides in Ocean Shores. 

“ Q U I E T  O N  T H E  S E T   
. . . A C T I O N ! ”   

M E E T  O U R  
C O N S U L T A N T  
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T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T E R  I S  A  G R E A T  B L E S S I N G !  

There is a great sense of family around Bethlehem. 
Talk to any member and they will tell you that 
warmth and fellowship are hallmarks of our congre-
gation.  

The Community Center has allowed us to extend 
this warmth deeper into the community. This cam-
paign will help us pay down the current debt that we 
have to allow us to do even more to care for each 
other and for those in need in the community. 



T H E  C A M P A I G N  T E A M  N E E D S  Y O U  

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  I N  T H E  C A M P A I G N  
Sept 29       Campaign Kick-Off Sunday 

Oct 1       Second mailing sent to members which includes more news about the campaign and Spiritual Renewal 
  Preparation 

Oct 6      Weekly Sermons, Bible Studies and Spiritual Growth Testimonies begin 

        All members begin their Spiritual Renewal time to examine and build up their spiritual life 

                    Member Contact/Home Gathering Hosts pick up their member invitation packets 

Oct 15       Third Newsletter is mailed which gives details about the Home Gathering meetings, previews the video 

Oct 18  Members receive and begin to respond to Home Gathering meeting invitations 

Oct 19         Prayer Vigil 

Oct 20        Spiritual Commitment Sunday  

         We come together to celebrate the end of the Spiritual Renewal Phase of the campaign          
  and joyfully bring our spiritual pledges 

Oct 20        Home Gathering meetings in members’ homes begin 

Nov 10      Pledge Event 

        We come together to celebrate the end of the Stewardship Phase of the campaign and joyfully bring our                  
        stewardship pledges 

Nov 11        Commitment Team begins to reach out to all members who still need to respond with a pledge of  
  financial or prayer support for the campaign 

Nov. 30        Fourth Newsletter is mailed which includes information on the follow-up plan for the campaign and how 
  we will track our gifts 

Several members of Bethlehem have already volunteered to 
serve as Team Leaders for the campaign and several others 
have already volunteered to serve on the various Teams. We 
still need Team members so when a Team  Leader asks you 
to help, please say yes. 

Team Leaders 
Director: Jim Cullen 
Coordinators: Joel Hoffman, Mary Heck   
Home Gathering: Joe Bernard  Word and Sacrament: Eric Oswald   
Communications/Info Technology:  (still needed) 
Commitment: Dwight Siewert Food and Fellowship: Nan Dubberke, 
Mary Heck  Children/Youth: Shayna Harwood  Prayer: Anne  
Shearier  Follow Up: Heather Cammack 

Campaign Leadership Team Hard  
at Work at the First Training Session 
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